
Professor Gaiter taught a course titled “Art and Design in Cuban Life”. 

 “Afro-Cuban culture, as well as Spanish culture, is evident in visual representations of Santería and Abakuá icons, gods and figures. Cubans keep their history and culture 
alive through the arts.” 

Students read fundamental texts about the slave trade in Cuba and the revolution, and viewed art in local museums and throughout the city of Havana. “The students were 
surrounded with beauty, natural and created. All this was juxtaposed against extreme poverty and near-ruin,” said Gaiter. “We definitely experienced the aesthetics of 
extremes.” 

Students documented their time in Cuba through visual journals where they wrote about their experiences, as well as mounted art they were given or found. Gaiter hopes 
to display students’ artwork as well as their photographs during an exhibition to be announced later this semester.  

Students returned to campus with gained understanding of the many facets of Cuban life, as well as with greater insight into their own lives. 

“It changed many students’ views of their place in the world, and of what we have living in the United States compared to people in other parts of the world. It changed 
their views about the role of money in a happy life -- the vast majority of Cubans are incredibly poor, but in fact have very rich cultural lives,” said Braham.  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
EXC = Course related 
excursion 
 
HMP = Hotel Meal 
Plan/Hotel Plaza 
breakfast and dinner  
 
Museum/attraction 
admissions included 
unless noted. 
 
Evening cultural 
activities require ticket 
and entrance fees and 
individual payment for 
food and beverages. 
Films will be shown in 
the hotel in evenings. 
 
Bus in blue. Be 

   1 Departure  
PHL - MIAMI 
 
1:30pm – arrive at 
airport 
(USAirways terminal B) 
 
Please text Persephone at 
215 806 2972 upon 
arrival. We will check 
bags until 2pm then 
proceed to security. Please 
meet at the gate by 
2:45pm.We will board 
around 3pm. 
 
Information for 
USAirways at Phila 
International Airport 
 

2  Connection 
MIAMI-HAVANA 
 
Transport to hotel by 
bus  
 
 
Dinner in a paladar 
(restaurant in a home) 
walking distance to 
hotel  

3  EXC - 
Orientation  
No bus /guide 4 hrs  
 
MORNING: 
Workshop on 
taking better 
photographs 
 
Habana Vieja (Old 
Havana)  
 
El Morro Castle, 
(We will have to pay 
for transportation)  
 
el Malecón 
(Caribbean 
promenade) 
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prepared to walk 
otherwise. 

3:35pm-6:25pm: 
USAirways Flight 711 
from Philadelphia Airport 
to Miami  

Museum of the City 
of Havana  
 
HMP 
 

4 EXC  - HAVANA/ 
VEDADO 
 
 
Bus/guide 4 hrs 
 
- Paseo del Prado art 
fair 

5   Classroom  
10am-12pm  
ART367 
 
No bus  - guide 4 hours  
 
 
 

6   Classroom  
10am-12pm 
LAIS/FLL367 
 
No bus - guide 4 hours  
 
 
 

7  EXC – Habana Vieja 
10am-12pm 
LAIS/FLL367 
 
No bus - guide 4 hours  
 
Casa de África / Catedral 
 

8   Classroom  
10am-12pm  
LAIS/FLL367 
 
No guide No bus  
 
 
 

9   EXC - 
MATANZAS  
ART367 
LAIS/ FLL367 
Tour bus  
 
 
 

10  EXC - 
VARADERO 
LAIS/FLL367 
 
Bus and guide 
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- Plaza de la 
Revolución 
 
- Callejón de Hamel 
(Hamel Alley-art and 
rumba music) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP / film 

2-4pm LAIS/FLL367 
EXC – Habana Vieja  
Museo de la Revolución 
 
4-6 Other sites Habana 
Vieja 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP  

2-6pm ART367 
EXC - Habana Vieja  
Museo de Bellas Artes 
and Contemporary Arts 
(Traditional and 
contemporary art 
museums) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP / film 

2-6pm ART367 
EXC - Galería Víctor 
Manuel Centro Wilfredo 
Lam 
 
Estudio de Artes 
Gráficas (printmaking 
studio) 
 
- ISDi (Instituto Superior 
de Diseño) (Design 
School)  
 
HMP 

2-6pm:ART367 
EXC Habana Vieja  
- Taller Rene Portocarrero 
Habana Vieja 
(printmaking) 
- Fototeca de Cuba 
 
 
EXC - LAIS/FLL367 
Evening excursion for 
music and dancing 
 
 
HMP 

- Editorial Vigía 
(bookmaking studio)  
 
- Escuela de Artes 
Plásticas (art school) 
- Museo Farmacéutico 
de Matanzas 
(Pharmacy Museum)  
 
Bus and guide to go 
to Varadero 
 
All inclusive hotel 
Varadero 

Coastal area 
activities: cave 
exploration 
 
Casa del Ron (House 
of Rum)  
 
Varahicacos 
Ecological Reserve 
 
 
 
Return to Havana / 
HMP 
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11   EXC - Vedado 
ART367  
 
 
Bus/guide 4 hrs 
 
Museum of Decorative 
Arts 
 
Fabrica de Arte 
Cubano exhibition 
 
Mercado Habana Vieja 
(Old Havana Market) 
 
 
 
HMP / film 

12   Classroom  
10am-12pm 
LAIS/FLL367 
 
No guide no bus  
 
2-4pm ART367 
EXC - Taller 
Experimental de Gráfica 
(The Experimental 
Graphics Studio) 
Other places in Havana 
Viejo  
 
 
 
 
HMP  

13   Classroom  
10am-12pm 
LAIS/FLL367 
 
Bus/guide 4 hrs 
 
2pm-4pm ART367 
EXC  - Studio visits 
Muraleando 
(Neighborhood mural 
project) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP / film 

14  EXC  - ICRC TV  
10am-12pm  
LAIS/FLL367 
 
Bus/guide 4 hrs  
 
12:30 pm- 2:30 pm 
ART367 
- ICAIC Instituto 
Cubano de Arte e 
Industria 
Cinematográficos 
(Cuban Film Center)  
 
EXC –evening cultural 
event 
 
HMP 

15 EXC  - TV studio 
10am-12pm  
LAIS/FLL367 
 
Bus/guide 4 hrs 
 
2pm-4pm ART367 
EXC  - Necrópolis Colón 
(cemetery Vedado) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP 

16  EXC PINAR 
DEL RIO 
 
 
Tour bus 
 
- Las Terrazas 
vegetarian restaurant 
- Tobacco farm 
- Crocodile recovery 
project  
 
Dinner / Pinar del 
Río  
 
Guide and driver to 
Vinales 
Dinner at the hotel 

17   PINAR DEL 
RIO 
 
 
Bus/guide  
 
ART367 
Gallery - Pedro 
Pablo Oliva 
 
 
Pinar del Río Hotel 
 
 
 
 
 
Dinner at the hotel 
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18 PINAR-HAVANA 
 
 
 
Bus / guide  
 
UNESCO biosphere  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP / film 

19  Classroom  
10am-12pm 
LAIS/FLL367 
 
Bus / driver for 4 hours 
 
2pm-4pm ART367 
Community project with 
Claudio 
Sotolongo  Menendez 
(Univ. of Havana) and 
students 
(visiting lecturers, artists 
or visits during / after 
class time.) 
 
HMP 

20  Classroom  
10am-12pm 
LAIS/FLL367 
 
2pm-4pm ART367 
Community project  
 
Bus / driver for 4 
hours  
 
EXC - Artist studio 
visit-evening 
 
 
 
 
HMP / film 

21  Classroom  
10am-12pm 
LAIS/FLL367 
 
2pm-4pm ART367 
Community project  
 
 
EXC – Cultural event  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP 

22  Classroom  
10am-12pm 
LAIS/FLL367 
 
2pm-4pm ART367 
Community project  
 
Bus / guide for 4 hours 
 (Artist studio visit-
evening) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP 

23  Classroom  
10am-12pm 
LAIS/FLL367 
 
2pm-4pm ART367 
Community project  
 
Bus / guide for 4 
hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP 

24 EXC 
CIENFUEGOS 
ART367 
Palacio del Valle 
 
 
 
- Tour bus 
 
 
EXC – Evening 
group cultural 
activity (music, etc.) 
 
 
Hotel / dinner 
included 
 

25 EXC TRINIDAD 
 
 
 

26  Classroom  
10am-12pm 
LAIS/FLL367 exam 
 

27  Classroom  
10am-4pm ART367 
Workday on Final 
projects and Journals 

28  Classroom  
10am-12pm  ART367 
Presenting final projects 
 

29  Classroom  
10am-12pm ART367 
Presenting final projects 
 

30  EXC 
 
 
 

31  DEPARTURE 
HAVANA-MIAMI-
PHL 
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Bus and driver  
 
 
 
Return to HAVANA 
 
HMP 

Bus and driver for 4 
hours 
2pm-4pm ART367 
ISA (Instituto Superior de 
Artes) (Art School) 
 
HMP / film 

No bus no guide 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP 

No bus no guide 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP 

No bus no guide 
 
 
 
 
 
HMP 

Bus and guide for 4 
hours 
 
 
 
Farewell dinner at a 
paladar 

Transfer to airport 
– Departure tax 
$25 CUC 
HAV-MIAMI 
Depart MIAMI 2pm 
Arrive Phila 4:44pm 
US Airways # 710 

 


